March/April 2012

Vision 2030 – Namibia’s roadmap to Industrialization: will NDP 4 achieve greater heights?
By Reagan Malumo
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The new National Museum in the final
phase of completion is located along Robert Mugabe Avenue close to Parliament
Gardens in Windhoek.

N

amibians are earnestly waiting to see their country become prosperous and
industrialized 18 years from now, in line with the country’s Vision 2030. The
formulation of this vision was orchestrated by the Founding President Dr. Sam Nujoma
through a statement he issued to Cabinet in January 1998, calling for “a vision that will
take Namibia from the present into the future and guide the country to make deliberate
efforts to improve the quality of people’s lives to the level of their counterparts in the
developed world by the year 2030”.
The National Planning Commission (NPC) was therefore tasked with the responsibility
of planning national priorities and directing the course of national development towards
this vision. Thus, the initiative took shape by linking the revolving five year national
development goals, the
National Development
plans (NDPs) to a grand
“This suggests that we have to do all the things together
goal of Vision 2030.
or the same things we have being doing we have to do
them differently, but I suggest we do different things
The NDP frameworks
because at times you will be thinking you are doing
address small targets
things differently, where as in actual facts you are just
over a period of five
massaging the whole problem”
years with the objective
of mounting together the
developmental fragments of Vision 2030 goals.
According to the Director General of the National Planning Commission, Tom
Alweendo, by the year 2030 Namibia should have reduced the level of unemployment
to only five percent, achieved macro-economic stability and sustainable democratic
practice as well as increase in the manufacturing sector.

However, Alweendo explained that in order for Namibia to become industrialized by
the year 2030, the economy ought to grow by seven percent per annum and that drastic
measures need to be taken to ensure that more jobs are made to alleviate unemployment
in the country. However, over the past 15 years the Namibian economy has been
growing by five percent per annum, an achievement regarded as better when compared
to other Southern African Development Community (SADC) countries. Alweendo said
the growth was due to the increase in the price of commodities, thus it could not create
much employment as planned.
“This suggests that we have to do all the things together or the same things we have

Director-General of the National Planning Commission Tom Alweendo has the
heavy task of directing the country in
achieving its Vision 2030.
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The NDP frameworks were launched in 1995 with First National Development Plan
(NDP 1) running from 1995 to the year 2000, whereas Second National Development
Plan (NDP 2) took force from 2001 to 2006 and the Third National Development Plan
(NDP 3) from 2007 to 2011. Although the NDP frameworks address diverse targets,
according to Alweendo, they all have consistent goals such as economic growth,
creation of employment opportunities and equity distribution of income.
According to NDP 3 report, a review of the key indicators across previous NDPs shows
a mixed performance thus the need to revise the strategies toward Vision 2030. The
income per capita is reported to have increased gradually since independence to the
extent that in 2009 Namibia was reclassified as an upper middle income country. The
goals on HIV/AIDS were far more successful, with life expectance continuing to grow
over the past five year period reaching 61 years in 2010, just as it was at independence.
The report also indicates that a number of successes have been recorded on the social
front, making social assistance to increase more than threefold. The population with
access to electricity has more than doubled (however remains below 50 percent) and
the number of health and education facilities increased significantly.
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being doing we have to do them differently, but I suggest we do different things because
at times you will be thinking you are doing things differently, where as in actual facts
you are just massaging the whole problem”, suggested Alweendo, stressing that the
level of unemployment in the country is worrisome and that aggressive strategies ought
to be taken in order to address the whole problem.
Currently, the level of unemployment has worsened as official results from the labour
survey by the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare shows a steady increase through
all the previous NDP periods to over 50 percent. Apart from unemployment, “the
human development index was virtually stagnant between the transitional development
plan and NDP 2 and barely increased during NDP 3”.
Other factor that contribute to unemployment in the country according to Alweendo are
the failure to develop new industries that would complement economic growth, making
the country to rely only on small sectors such as mining, which according to him do
not employ a lot of people because it uses a lot of capital intensive. He suggest that it
is high time the entire country start with exploring other sectors of the economy that
would help create more jobs, stating that it is always dangerous for the country to be
satisfied with the current economic conditions.

Photograph by Asser Kangootui

Meanwhile, although these developmental measurements are being done in line with
set targets of Vision 2030, Alweendo who is also a respected economist is convinced
of the achievement done when compared to other SADC countries. He applauded the
country for the achievements especially in the areas of education and health, stating that
in terms of economic growth, Namibia ranks one of the highest in the SADC region.
He however, bemoaned the blames that are always put on government by the private
sectors whenever the economy fails to grow and emphasized that the role to develop
the country does not purely rely on government alone but on cooperate initiatives from
both the government and private sector. Alweendo feels the only way the country would
reach economic heights is once all Namibian citizens become proud to be Namibians
who love their country and willing to contribute to the development of their country.
This, he emphasized were the only reason why some countries like Singapore were able
to develop faster to the level where they are at the moment.
“But I think our task really is to make people believe that it is not only the government
but private citizens also have the right to play in this. In fact when you hear people talk
about this NDP they only think it is the government thing. People don’t see themselves
in that plan”, he emphasized.
According to him, they seem to be mistrust between the government and private sector
MTC is one of the leading mobile telecomunication companies in the country, catering
for the communication needs of the people.
and that a partnership based on mistrust does not always yield anything. He further said
there is always a feeling from private sector that the government did not engage them in
playing their role in NDPs, stating that in most cases government is always accused of
not been pro-private sector, whereas on the other hand the government feels that private
sector is not doing its role in development.
Meanwhile, the expiring of NDP 3 in 2011 provided another platform for the National
Planning Commission to launch the Fourth National Development Plan (NDP 4),
which according to NPC should be a higher level plan characterized by fewer goals
and targets that are selected with due considerations to proper sequencing, as opposed
to being a list of programs and projects.
In order to avoid the do and blame game between the government and the private
sector, the NPC made further consultations with stakeholders from the private sector
in order to draw inputs that were used in crafting NDP 4. This would help to share
responsibilities especially in terms of alleviating unemployment in the country. Even
though the government is in the forefront to ensure more jobs are created, Alweendo
feels the private sector still remains the biggest employers so far.

NDP 4 strategies, the country might “miss
some if not all of the targets”. For example,
“projections for income that is easier to
get by shows that in most likely scenario,
Namibia’s per capita income is going to
increase to only about US$12, 000 by the
year 2030, which is significantly below
the current income levels of industrialized
and high income countries.
According to Alweendo, NDP 4 was
crafted to achieve economic growth,
alleviate unemployment and eliminate
inequality. The development plan
will highly focus on removing all the
bottlenecks that hinders the economy
from growing fast, such as “too much
bureaucracy, skills shortage, and certain
development policies that are not
conducive to grow the economy”. One
of the major policies to be removed
according to Alweendo is the policy on
company registration. At the moment
it takes more than 20 working days to
register a company in Namibia, whereas
in other countries company registration
only takes 3 working days.
NDP 4 also provides for the creation
of more vocational skill in order to
maximize production in certain sectors
of the economy. He said the Agriculture
and Transport sector have the potential
to create more jobs, thus there remains
an opportunity to develop these sectors
in order to alleviate unemployment in the
country. Even though Namibia have vast
arid land, there exist a lot of opportunity to
establish more agro-packaging industries
that would help create more jobs. The
Walvis Bay port also need to be developed
into a dip-sea harbor to attract more ships
that will feed the neighboring countries,
thus creating more employment at the
harbor and in the construction of railways
leading to neighboring countries.
Alweendo said, even though the tourism
industry has been growing faster over
the past years, more need to be done to
market the country in order to revamp the
industry and this will create more jobs.
Although NDP 4 comes with practical
interventions to bring along greater
heights in economic growth, vision 2030
still seems to be miles away. However, to
many Namibians, it still remains a dream
come true for Namibia that is less poverty
ridden with the capacity to respond to their
educational, health and social wellbeing.

Projections by the NPC also indicate that if changes are not made in the envisioned
Cont. to Page 4
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New employment projects for the youth.
By Mutonga Matali

Y

Despite the hardships faced since
independence, the SWAPO-Party led
Government remains committed to
alleviate the plight of every Namibian
citizen. This has orchestrated the adoption
of several projects aimed at addressing
youth unemployment and poverty among
societies. The high profile Targeted
Investment Programme for Employment
and Economic Growth (TIPEEG) which
was launched last year is the latest project
that government has initiated to benefit
underprivileged citizens.
With TIPEEG, a three year multi-billion
dollar project, government hopes to
address the country’s unemployment
rate which is skyrocketing at 51 percent,
poverty and escalate economic growth
to greater heights in all 13 regions of the
country.
Several projects have been initiated in the
past to curb youth unemployment among
Namibians. However, many have failed to
live up to expectation due to a wide range
of unprecedented factors.
It is against this background that the
Ministry of Youth National Service Sport
and Culture has embarked on yet another
project which is aimed at empowering
Namibian youth with much focus at those
in rural areas.
The new venture does not interfere with
already existing projects within the youth
4
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outh unemployment is undoubtedly
one of the perennial problems
that continue to hamper developmental
progress in various parts of the country,
22 years after independence. A huge junk
of Namibian youth, especially those in
rural areas remain jobless and prone to
social evils such as poverty and hunger.

Men on the Side of the Road project is one of such project that works to assist job seekers
who stand on the road side with skills and information on how to find employment
ministerial ranks such as the Youth Credit Scheme.
The Minister of Youth, National Service, Sport and Culture, Kazenambo Kazenambo,
has already embarked on a nationwide mission to identify potential projects that will
see the creation of at least one large scale project in all 13 regions to benefit unemployed
youth in rural areas.
Kazenambo made the relieving revelation about the envisioned projects at a meeting
held with the youth at Rundu in the Kavango Region last month. The minister specified
that his visit was “specifically to identify projects that are unique with potential capacity
for income generation”.
He further outlined that meetings of the same nature will be conducted in all thirteen
regions to sensitize regional leaderships about the new programme and to encourage
them to identify potential projects that can benefit the rural population.
Kazenambo explained at the meeting that the programme was established to counter
the growing trend of unemployment among the youth in the country particularly in
remote areas.
“We will consult with all stakeholders to identify projects of large scale economic
potential to mobilize the youth to fully participate in the economic growth of the
country”, said Kazenambo.
It is believed that the said projects will be rural-based with emphasis on agricultural
activities. “We will prioritize agriculture in these projects because the majority of our
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unemployed youth are based in rural
areas”, the minister explained noting that
Namibia is rich in agricultural products
that are yet to be utilized.
Kazenambo further noted that the youth
ministry’s project will not interfere with
those that are conducted by the Ministry
of Agriculture, Water and Forestry in the
regions.
While it remains unclear as to when the
projects will be realized, the minister

urged youth leaders and various
stakeholders to work tirelessly and in
unison towards one common goal saying
“let us cooperate and work together, do
not waste too much time on consultations,
our youth are working hard and they need
our support”, said Kazenambo.
On their part, the youth voiced concerns
to the minister about the implementation
of projects initiated by the ministry which
they described as “slow”. They however
acknowledged the efforts put together by

government in trying to address youth
unemployment and uplifting the living
conditions on underprivileged Namibian
citizens.
Prior to the meeting, the minister visited
several small scale business projects
engineered by the youth in that region and
was equally impressed with their efforts.
Small scale projects in Kavango Region
are predominantly focused on woodcaving and crop farming.

Shack Dwellers Federation Making in-roads in
Housing Provision
By Mutonga Matali

A

lthough Namibia has been reaping the fruits of independence for the past 22
years, a huge but unspecified number of Namibians are still caught in the wave of
poverty, a trend that government, with various stakeholders, has been trying to address
over the years.

houses on cash basis have not helped a
great deal as well in this regard, but rather
influenced sellers to increase the prices
even more.

The situation is inflamed by the ever-increasing income inequality among societies that
has seen the rich getting richer and the poor getting poorer every day. The provision of
affordable land and housing infrastructure, especially in the country’s urban areas, is
one of the most affected sectors as a result of poverty and income inequality.

Because of this, a notable number of
housing schemes have thus far been
created by Government and other nongovernmental organisations (NGOs) to
counter the growing and worrisome trend.
However, not all of them have been able
to fulfil their mandate due to a variety of
factors associated predominantly with
financial matters.

The majority of low income members of society such as cleaners, domestic workers,
security guards and labourers have to settle in shacks on the outskirts of major towns
because of the inflated prices of housing properties around the Central Business District
and in suburbs.
Furthermore, housing prices have been influenced by the escalation of estate agents
who have inundated urban areas of the country, charging buyers a certain percentage
of the initial price, thus an increase in prices is observed. Foreign nationals who buy
Photograph by Asser Kangootui

The National Housing Enterprise (NHE) is task with catering for the housing needs
of Namibians through the provision of low-cost housing.

In 1993, Government established the
widely known National Housing enterprise
(NHE) with the main aim of financing of
housing and providing general housing
needs for Namibian inhabitants.
Despite many hardships, NHE has
managed to spread its wings across the
country and thousands of Namibians have
thus far been direct beneficiaries of the
government owned housing scheme.
Another housing strategy that the
Government embarked upon is the Build
Together Project which aims at alleviating
the plight of low-income earners when it
comes to housing.
Meanwhile, Namibians have also
witnessed the establishment of the Shack
Dwellers Federation of Namibia (SDFN),
a community driven project aimed at
improving the lives and living conditions
of low-income earners especially those
that reside in informal settlements who
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cannot afford
processes.

commercial

housing

According to a report posted on the World
habitat Awards website, the SDFN which
was formulated about eight years after
independence in 1998 “is a network of
community-led savings groups working
incrementally to secure affordable land,
shelter and infrastructure services for low
income urban households across the 13
regions of Namibia”.
Significant growth has been recorded so
far with a staggering 22 000 households
reported to be participating in over 400
savings groups across the country which
subsequently enables them to access
finance, knowledge and understanding to
manage housing processes.
The report further states that about 3200
families have managed to secure tenure
and just over 1300 houses have been
constructed at “one-third of the cost of
conventional housing”.
According to the report, the most pleasing
aspect of it is that the Government has
recognised and accepted the community
participatory approach thus has backed
the project financially and has provided
land in certain areas.
The SDFN is believed to have been
established as a result of a merger
between the Namibia Housing Action
Group (NHAG) and the Twahangana
Fund which is the community’s own
development fund.
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Many people flock to the city in search of greener pastures but end up settling at
informal settlements living in corrugated iron houses.
It is further eluded in the report that not only does the SDFN advocate on
behalf of those in housing needs; it is also playing an “increasing role in
the delivery of the national housing policy for low income households”.
SDFN has also served as a uniting entity in communities as savings groups do not
operate as individuals but “share local knowledge experiences” and teach one another
in the best interests of members and the project in general. The exercise of knowledge
has been deemed by many as an empowering tool to equip “the poor to take control of
their own development”.
According to Anna Müller of SDFN, the project is still facing notable challenges,
despite recording several achievements over the years but remains upbeat that with
hard work, SDFN will grow from strength to strength.
Due to growth and the impact that the project has had on members of society, the SDFN
has so far established itself countrywide and continues to grow. Individuals have had
the opportunity to construct their houses with the assistance of loans with low-interest
rates.
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The acquisition of homes have been an impossible dream for the ordinary man on the lower employment chain but homes such as
the above are for the afluent in up-town surburbs who can afford to purchase houses at the current high prices .
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Arandis- A Potential Investment Hub
By Jennifer Pogisho
Photograph by Immanuel J Thomas

I

n the last year the mining town of
Arandis garnered much needed
attention from various sectors/industries
in Namibia, as the Arandis Town Council
(ATC) organised the first Investment
Conference under the theme “Invest in
Arandis- Invest in the Future”.
In its attempt to breathe new life into the
town, that was on the brink of becoming
a ghost town, and to put the town on the
national as well as international maps;
the conference, that took place on 04 and
05 November at the town hall, promoted
and positioned Arandis as a strategic
centre of business growth and a potential
investment hub.
The conference also aimed at working
towards
economic
vibrancy
and
sustainability for the industrial town
of Arandis, saw a range of topics such
as ‘finding reliable power supply for
the region, doing business in Arandis,
finding the synergies between mining
activities and town development, mining
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The Arandis Town Council is gearing the town up for economic development to bring this mining town back to its former glory.

Ambassador Leonard Iipumbu of AgriBank and Ellie Thaniseb, a vegetable grower
attended the Investment Conference. The Ambassador pledged N$ 10 000.00 towards
Ms. Thaniseb’s business.
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In his keynote address, the Deputy
Minister of Trade and Industry, Tjekero
Tweya, said the conference will add to
the five year impetus plan of Arandis
and that is a bread and butter issue
considering the global financial crisis.
“The Namibian business community
should be prepared for any eventuality.
Business opportunities abound in
emerging markets such as Namibia, and
our economy is export orientated. We
should broaden our industrial needs and
diversify our economy,” Tweya said.
Government provides a business friendly
environment to help transform the current
business structure. As such an SME
bank will open its doors soon, starting in
Windhoek and eventually spreading to the
regions, he said.
Owner of Uibasen Cleaning Services, Emma Naoxas, shared her experience on setting
up her own business and the rewards thereof at the conference.
tourism in Arandis as an alternative
tourism route, SME development for
small town sustainability and improving
responsiveness of higher education
to industry requirements and national
development goals being covered.

This
investment
conference
saw
many large corporation heads and
representatives in attendance either giving
their two cents of advice or simply taking
note of the investment opportunities
available in Arandis.

Arandis is located less than 20km to the coastal line of Namibia.
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The Deputy Minister stressed that a policy
to build the country’s industrial economy
is needed, as he wishes to see Namibians
become role players in the economy and
not as employees only.
Tweya said that towns like Arandis have
investment opportunities and it is upon
the people of these towns to make up their
minds on the direction the town should
take.

“Arandis is the next natural economic
growth point, I see this town growing at a
phenomenal pace, but what is needed are
doers”, Tweya concluded.

About Arandis
According to Cleophas Mutjavikua,
Governor of the Erongo region, Arandis
was established for the workers of Rössing
Uranium in 1978, and was granted self–
administration and town status in 1994.
Arandis, a town in the Erongo region
of Namibia has been called the uranium
Capital of the World as it is located just
15 km outside the world’s largest openpit uranium mine, the Rossing Uranium
mine. The town is also the home of
the Namibian Institute of Mining and
Technology (NIMT), a technical institute
focusing on training skilled industrial
workers, Mutjavikua said.
Currently the town has approximately
6500 inhabitants, most of whom are in
one way or the other connected to the
mine.
In his bid to sell Arandis as an economic
hub, Collin Namene, Technical Services
Manager of the Arandis Town Council
said, that “Arandis is an investor’s oasis
with an economy that is largely depended
on mining although private investment
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Anne-Marie Elitson (Kids Clothing Manufacturer) and Penina Martin of Naruu
Fashion and Design, also attended the Investment Conference.
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The Town of Arandis is striving to
become an industrial leader in order to
help contribute towards the economic
growth of the country

9

Namibia Review
Its close proximity to the Walvis Bay port makes it the ideal location for investors
interested in setting up manufacturing businesses for exporting purposes. In addition
Arandis town, offers a natural environment, available land and it is corrosion free
unlike the neighbouring coastal towns, plus our infrastructure is in a good state,”
Namene added.

the business, it has grown from strength
to strength. Penina and her team design
various types of clothes for men, women
and children and these are distributed
countrywide.

Small and Medium Enterprise Development in
Arandis

Anne-Marie Elitson, a Kids Clothing
Manufacturer, has lived in Arandis for
many years and has established herself as
a sought after clothing manufacturer. She
has over the years manufactured school
uniforms and tracksuits, clothing for
Woolworths and is currently also training
various individuals in this art form.

Over the years the town of Arandis have, with the help of the Town Council and
SMEs Compete, saw an increase in the setting up of Small and Medium Enterprises.
According to Danny Meyer, founding member of SMEs Compete, the company
provides business capacity building support to small and medium enterprises (SMEs)
around the country. This support has been extended to people such as Emma Naoxas,
Daniel Amaambo (Sheet Metal Manufacturer), Anne-Marie Elitson (Kids Clothing
Manufacturer), Penina Martins (Owner of Naruu Fashion) and Elie Thanises, who have
all become entrepreneurs of note.
Emma Naoxas, owner of Uibasen Services, a cleaning services company, is a lady who
went from selling Kapana to an entrepreneur who now employs 127 people. She started
the cleaning service in February of 2007 with only three employees.
Penina Martins is the owner of NARUU Fashions & Design, a company that was
started in 1997. Although she has faced many obstacles with regards to establishing

Conclusion
“Invest in Arandis – Invest in the future”,
is an appropriate slogan for a town that
wishes to grow. Arandis is a town of
passionate people and a determined town
council, with ample opportunities for
investment. With these ingredients in tact
the road forward can only be looked with
positive expectations.
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The Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry, Tjekero Tweya, cuts the ribbon symbolic to the opening of the SME Exhibitions which
was held concurrently with the Investment Conference.
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OPM prepares regions for possible flooding

G

ood planning and coordination
of activities are in most cases the
best ingredients in solving problems
including those related to disasters and
emergencies. This is an observation made
by participants to the two days review
workshop for the Oshikoto region‘s
contingence plan on floods and other
disasters which was held at Okashana
Research Station in January 2012.
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By Vaino Mutota

The review workshop is one of the
many other workshops, organized and
conducted by the Office of the Prime
Minister in the regions that are prone to
the floods during the rainy season with an
aim of assisting them to map out the well
co-ordinated strategies of responding to
the possible floods and other disasters in
the regions.
In her opening remarks to the workshop,
the Oshikoto Regional Council’s Acting
Chief Regional Officer Sointu Angula
Mupopiwa reminded the participants
about the importance of cooperation
among stakeholders and cautioned
them to commit themselves to a well
co-ordinated response to the floods and
prevent the region from being always
caught unprepared.
“We should no longer wait and only
act when the water is already in our bed
rooms” she said.
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According to Mupopiwa, continuous and
good cooperation among different role
players in addressing the flood and other
disasters are very essential for a positive
response to emergencies.

This is one of the few sights showing the effects of flooding in the northern regions.
Flood destroys the shelters and livelihoods of the inhabitants.

Meanwhile, on his part, the Chairperson of the Oshikoto Regional Council Management
Committee, Max Nekongo made a strong appeal to the central government especially
the line ministries that are represented in the regions to decentralize their financial
resources. This he said will enable the Regional governments to provide quicker
responses to disasters and other emergencies in the regions.
According to Nekongo, in most cases many communities suffer the consequences of
the disasters due to long delays and bureaucratic procedures of releasing funds needed
to pay for the services required in response to the disasters. He cited an example of
people cut off by flood and have to cross water to go to the health facilities, schools
and other services as well as the delays associated with tender procedures to construct
bridges or the provision of boats.

Agriculture forms an intergral
part of self sustainance in rural
areas, but natural disasters
such as flood, threaten the
source of food for many in the
flood-prone areas.

Cont. to Page 16
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The Launch of the Nationhood a

His Excellency President Hifikepunye Pohamba.

Hon. Joël Kaapanda, Minister of ICT.

Hon Netumbo N Ndaitwah, Minister of Environment
and Tourism.

Hon. Dr. Abraham Iyambo, Minister of Education.

Hon Kazenambo Kazenambo, Minister of Youth, National Service, Sport and
Culture.

Welcoming the President is the Deputy Minister of
ICT, Hon Stanley Simataa flanked by Mr Mvula ya
Nangolo, Special Advisor to the ICT Minister.

Mr. Mbeuta Ua-Ndjarakana Permanent Secretary
of ICT led the proceedings during the launch of the
NHNP campaign.

Some captains of industries and regional governers,
also attended the launch.

Voices of the Elite choir perfoming during the launch.

Namibia Cultural group perfoming during the launch.

Members of the Brass Band in attendance
at the launch.
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od and National Pride in Pictures

Dr. Elijah Ngurare, presenting his speech during the
launch in his capacity as an Executive member of the
NYC.

One of Namibia’s promising and talented musicians,
Ms. Maria Tunakie Uushona perfoming during the
launch.

Ms. Samita Kaura, MICT staff member welcoming His
Excellency President Hifikepunye Pohamba.

A section of the participants during the launch.

Part of the high level participants at the launch.

Pround Namibian youth perfoming during the launch.

Namibia Cultural group perfoming during the launch.
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958 people were reported to have been
indirectly and directly affected. The
impact was more on the agriculture and
food security after more than 13 thousand
household’s, crops fields were destroyed.
Apart from the agriculture the other
sector suffered the impacts of the floods
included, health, education, shelter,
transport, water and sanitation amongst
others. It is against this background, that
the Office of the Prime Minister made
it necessary to reactivates its efforts by
organizing platforms of this magnitudes
to help the Regional governments to come
up with the effective ways of preparedness
and responding to disasters.
The Structural Institutional Frame work
is already in place under the auspices of
the National Disaster Risk Management
Committee (NDRMC) under the
chairmanship of the Secretary to Cabinet.
The committee serves as a national
multi-sectoral stakeholder’s platform
responsible for the Disasters Response
Management (DRM) in Namibia.
At the same time the Directorate of
Disaster Risk Management (DDRM)
in the Office of the Prime Minister is
mandate to coordinate disasters Risks
Management and execute the decision of
the NDRMC. It is therefore expected of
the Regional government structures under
the auspices of the Regional Councils to
ensure the existence of the well organized
and coordinated structures in the regions
to respond to the disasters and other
emergencies very effectively.

Thousands of people are displaced due to floods every year. They end up in relocation
camps for shelter.
Another critical concern Nekongo alluded to is the reluctance in the release of transport
by some line ministries to assist during emergencies which he said is mostly attributed
to the lack funds in supporting other duties that are normally not budgeted for in the
regions. Hence the need for all line ministries to be ever pro-active and be prepared to
participate fully in the emergency situation, he emphasized.
In terms of hazard profile and risk analysis, Oshikoto region is known to be usually
exposed to many hazards that include floods, drought and wild fires as well as the
health hazards mostly acute watery diarrhea and malaria outbreaks.
Over the past years and in particular during the floods of the year 2009, about 26
16

For this reason all the flood stricken
regions have in place the well-established
structure which is coordinated by the
Regional Disaster Risk Management
Committee where different stakeholders
meet and deliberate on issues pertaining
to development and challenges affecting
the region.
In terms of information dissemination,
the Ministry of Information and
Communications Technology (MICT)
Regional Offices are assigned the
responsibility of leading the Early
Warning, Public Awareness and Advocacy
sub-sector in the regions with the aim of
ensuring that the public is always warned,
educated and well informed about the
prevailing situation and the action the
communities expected to take during
disasters.
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During the 2009 floods in the Northern Regions of the country, President Hifikikepunye Pohamba undertook a tour to assess the
flooding situation and instituted the state of emergency in the affected regions.
This the MICT alongside other Media Institutions will carry out this task after
obtaining relevant information relevant government institutions like the Regional
Council, The Ministries of Agriculture. Health, Education and others.
Such Information in most cases shall cover the aspects of prevention, preparedness,
response and recovery, so that the communities get the idea of how they should
protect themselves, prevent disasters, get ready and take necessary precautions to
live under the situation and how they should cooperate with the authorities during
and after the disasters.
The other important issues the workshops deliberate on included the National
Emergency Management Operational Procedures Manual and the National Disaster
Risk Management Plan of the year 2011.
The relevant documents with the details about the Operational Procedures and the
Management Plan were critically analyzed and all stakeholders were advised to
make use of them, after sharing their experiences and given their inputs on the two
documents.
During discussions at the workshop in Oshikoto region however, the problem
of mosquitos in the Omuntele and Omuthiya Constituencies of Oshikoto region
was raised and recommended to be considered as national disaster. The Regional
Councilors for the two Constituencies Sacky Nangula and Armas Amukoto gave
their concerns with regards to the serious effects of the mosquitoes in the areas which

range from animals dying, and food security
because of people unable to cultivate their
lands due to disturbances by the mosquitoes
and education when some of the children are
unable even to go to schools.
Although some of the critical stakeholders
such as the Ministries of Works, Lands and
the National Red Cross Society were not
represented, most of the other stakeholders
were present and managed to give their
inputs into the Regional Contingence plan of
action which will be regarded as a guiding
document in responding to the floods and
other emergencies in the region.
The workshop was facilitated by mainly
two consultants from the UNDP, the OPM
and other Ministries such as Defense,
Agriculture, Health and Education also
presented papers for discussions.
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JOIN THE DIGITAL TV REVOLUTION!
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MORE FUN! MORE CHANNELS! SHARPER PICTURE!

Namibia prepares to go DIGITAL
with the rest of the world!

See what is the difference between
the way
you watch TV now (ANALOGUE) and
DIGITAL TV!

What must I do to get DIGITAL TV?
.....
FOLLOW THE ONE, TWO, THREE
OF DIGITAL TV
BELOW

You do not need to buy a new
TV set. You just need to buy
an adaptor or set-top box.
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You do not need a special
aerial, but you may need to
get an expert to reposition
it.

Published by: Ministry of Information and Communication Technology, Private Bag 13344, Tel: + 264 61 2839111 Windhoek, Namibia

The set- top – box costs
N$500.00.
(The Guidelines to set out the
categories of Namibians to
be assisted by government
in acquiring the set- top –
boxes.)
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UASP to broaden ICT spectrum in Namibia
By Jennifer Pogisho
and economy where information and
knowledge are an abundant resource for
individuals and communities, at home
or via public access points, at schools
and institutions of higher education,
at libraries, post offices, clinics and
government offices, for small businesses,
for women, children and men, in towns,
urban townships and rural settlements.
In addition, Namibia as a country seeks to
promote a society in which the electronic
communications sector is a key enabler of
social development and economic growth
for individuals, households and small
firms in a services sector-led economy,”
states the draft policy.
However, this objective requires universal
access and service with respect to a wide
range of electronic communications
networks and services - from fixed and
mobile voice, through radio and television
broadcasting, data and the Internet, to the
full range of broadband-enabled services.

MICT Minister, Joël Kaapanda made historical efforts in the ICT sector for Namibia.
In the picture, he is seen participating in the landing of a multimillion-dollar undersea
fibre-optic cable known as West Africa Cable System (WACS) with a length of 14000
kilometres. The cable is set to enhance ICT in the country and the entire African region.

T

he Ministry of Information and Communication Technology (MICT) with the
financial and technical assistance from the Federal Republic of Germany, through
GIZ, is in the process of developing a Universal Access and Service Policy (UASP) in
electronic communications to ensure that Namibians, especially in rural areas, enjoy
the privileges that come with affordable access to information and knowledge of
information and communication technology (ICT).
Namibia Review understands that the policy is due for adoption in March 2012.
According to the Deputy Minister of MICT, Stanley Simataa, the policy formulates
the basis for setting-up the Universal Service Fund which will ensure that ICT services
that are currently confined to a few urban centres are spread to remote areas of the
country, thus contributing to Government’s tenacious efforts of bridging the digital
divide between urban and rural areas.
The Policy document states that Namibia seeks to foster the existence of a society

Furthermore, it requires an environment
in which both devices and services
are affordable, where the necessary
communications
infrastructure
is
widespread, readily accessible and
affordably priced, and thus where a
wide ranging choice of voice, data and
broadcasting services is freely available,
providing a range of content relevant to
the people of Namibia. The purpose of
this policy document is thus “to set out
national policy in this regard”, explained
Charley Lewis of LINK Centre, an
institution attached to the University of
the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg.
The Policy Context
This Universal Access and Service Policy
for Namibia is developed within the
context of Namibia’s existing policies,
specifically the nation’s overarching
Vision 2030 adopted in 2004, and its
National Development Plans. Further it is
intended to derive from and be consonant
with a number of policies governing
the information and communications
technologies (ICT sector), specifically:
•

Overarching Information 		
Communications Technology (ICT)
Policy for the Republic of Namibia
2009;
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•
•

Telecommunications Policy for the
Republic of Namibia 2009; and
Broadcasting Policy for the Republic
of Namibia 2009.

Statements made in Vision 2030, the
National Development Plan 3, and
the relevant policies for broadcasting,
telecommunications and ICT policies,
reflect the national policy intention that all
Namibians should have universal access
and service with respect to electronic
communications infrastructure, services
and content. This intention is further
reflected and concretised in key sections
of the 2009 Communications Act. This
Universal Access and Service in Electronic
Communications Policy therefore seeks
to promote these requirements in a more
explicit way, strengthening the provision
of universal access and service to voice
telecommunications and broadcasting
services, taking into consideration the
global shift to broadband for access to
high bandwidth electronic services.
The Policy document further indicates
that
“electronic
communications
infrastructure and services must support
Namibia’s businesses and mines, farms
and nature reserves, hospitals and
clinics, schools and libraries, households
and individuals the entire nation for
successive generations through universal
access and service to telecommunications,
broadcasting, Internet and broadband
services.”
The policy is primarily concerned with
promoting access for those Namibians who
will continue to lack access and service
for some years to come, particularly those
in poor households and communities, and
in remote rural locations.
Goals of Universal Access and Service
policy are to:
Ensure that Namibians in urban, semiurban, rural and remote areas have access
at affordable prices to a range of electronic
communications services, including fixed
or mobile voice communications, fixed or
mobile data communications (broadband
Internet service), radio and television
broadcast infrastructure, services and
content;
Promote utilisation of a broad range
of electronic communications services
for all individuals, households and
businesses; in schools, clinics and other
public and community facilities; as well
as for people living on mines, farms and
nature reserves in Namibia;
Achieve universal access to telephony,
20

The WACS landed at Swakopmund, Namibia in 2011

broadcasting and broadband services within a period of 10 years or less for 98% of
individuals, households, and businesses in all cities, towns, villages and settlements;
clinics, schools and public facilities; small firms, mines, farms and nature reserves; and
places where poor households are unable to afford access;
Achieve universal service in respect of telephony, broadcasting and broadband services
within a period of 20 years or less for 95% of individuals, households, and businesses
in all cities, towns, villages and settlements; clinics, schools and public facilities; small
firms, mines, farms and nature reserves; and places where poor households are unable
to afford access;
Provide for periodic review of the universal access and service objectives, principles,
scope, targets and obligations, with public stakeholder participation, at least every
three years, in order to accommodate on-going change, innovation and convergence in
technology, services and content.
The following policy objectives are set:
• To provide the electronic communications sector with policy guidelines for
universal access and service to electronic communications infrastructure, services
and content for all Namibians;
• To provide for institutional arrangements to ensure universal service in respect of
telephony and broadcasting infrastructure, services and content;
• To support interventions designed to encourage universal broadband access for
individuals and households where television and Internet access is not available
and where an access gap is likely to exist for some years to come;
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•

•

To provide the regulatory authorities
with an enabling framework for
addressing matters pertinent to
the regulation of the electronic
communications sector within the
context of universal access and
service, including but not limited
to matters related to the imposition
of Universal Access and Service
Obligations and the operation of a
Universal Access and Service Fund;
To provide government, the private
sector
and
non-governmental
organisations with a broad frame for
fostering electronic services provision
to individuals and households living
in poverty or remote areas, and with
limited access to services and income
opportunities.

Background to UAS Policy process for
Namibia
In early October 2011, fourteen face to
face in depth semi structured interviews
were conducted with key stakeholders in
Namibia (including Namibia Broadcast
Corporation, MICT, CRAN, ICT Alliance,
Multi Choice Namibia, Change Namibia,
SchoolNet Namibia, Telecom, Leo,
Department of Education, NPC, MTC)
to canvass views on universal access and
service policy priorities in the ICT sector.
The fixed and mobile operators, as well
as the national broadcaster and Pay TV
service provider confirmed in interviews
that they are investing in national
infrastructure to promote availability
of more advanced technologies and
broadband services. However, availability
can only translate into access and service
if Namibians can afford the services.
Interviews with telecommunications
operators and key informants from the
public policy, governmental, regulatory
and non-governmental services sectors
suggest general agreement that Namibia
requires an effective balance between
access to basic voice communications for
those who are not yet on the network; and
advanced voice and data communications
access and service progressively over
the next ten years. It also requires the
capacities to sustain such access and
service over the next 30 – 50 years.
In late January 2012 various stakeholders
attended a workshop that looked at
the draft UAS policy, where they were
encouraged to openly discuss, comment
and make recommendations on the
content of the draft policy.
As such various factors such strengths,

weaknesses and recommendations were
gathered from the stakeholders and some
of these include:
The participants felt that the policy
recognises the importance of access to
information, especially for the poor. That
it provides for asymmetrical responsibility
which is inclusive of all license holders,
it does not dictate price but enforce the
availability of service and it is a positive
document, because there is consultation,
thus making it transparent exercise.

stakeholders need to be consulted i.e.
NAMPOWER and Ministry of Mines and
Energy.

On the other hand; the participants felt
that the vision of the policy is too long
and complicated, and that it talks about
poverty and affordability at the same time,
but does not touch on the issue of free
access. They felt that the list of institutions
to provide access was narrow and has
to be broadened; as it does not include
government institutions, especially those
existing in rural areas that can be used as
access areas, amongst others clinics and
schools.

With these recommendations at hand,
the Ministry of ICT would approve the
changes to be made to the draft policy,
after which the updated version will
then be forwarded to the Ministry of
ICT, who will consult with Stakeholders
where input will again be considered for
incorporation into the draft UAS policy.
Only after this process is completed, will
Cabinet be approached for the adoption of
the UASF Policy for Namibia. Within this
phase the Ministry of ICT will approach
CRAN to develop the UASF Policy
implementation strategy.

The participants added that infrastructure
sharing to ensure affordability is not
highlighted in the policy. There is no
prioritisation of social responsibility
in terms of bringing access to the
communities; the policy should not
only concentrate on making profit. They
urged that the policy be available in
local vernaculars – for those who do
not comprehend English; and suggest
that since the concept is dependent on
electricity especially in rural areas, other

Conclusion
The Universal Access Service policy in
electronic communications at the time of
the workshop was at the validation phase,
which included the Draft UAS Policy
issued for public comment in the form
of a Public Consultative Workshop and
written submissions.

Electronic communication has proven
to improve social development and
economic for individuals, businesses and
government institutions the world over.
It thus seems right that Namibia joins the
world on the electronic communications
‘bandwagon’, so as to put the nation on
equal footing with the rest of the world,
especially the SADC region.

ICT Minister Joël Kaapanda cutting the red ribbon inaugurating the landing of the
WACS in Namibia, while Botswana Minister of Transport and Communication, Frank
Ramsden (left) and Telecom Namibia MD Frans Ndoroma look on.
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Aquaculture strengthening food security in
Caprivi.
By George Sanzila

A

quaculture is one of the activities initiated by the government of Namibia to
enhance food security, alleviate poverty and improve the livelihood of the
rural people in Namibia. A directorate of aquaculture under the ministry of fisheries
and marine resources was established in 2003. Three legal frameworks exist to try
to sustainably manage the sector. These are namely, Aquaculture policy (2001),
Aquaculture act (2002) and Aquaculture strategic plan (2004).
The directorate’s mandate is to responsibly and sustainably develop aquaculture to
achieve socio-economic benefits for all Namibians and to secure environmental
sustainability. Aquaculture is defined as the farming and ranching of aquatic organisms.
Aquatic organisms include live forms of fauna and flora that exist in water and declared
to be aquatic organisms by the regulations.
According to the food and agriculture organisation of the United Nations (FAO),
Aquaculture is probably the fastest growing food producing sector, which now accounts
for nearly 50 per cent of the world’s food fish.
Namibia has one of the most productive fishing grounds in the world and the country
prides itself with abundant water resources such as oceans, perennial rivers, dams and
streams. Besides being known for its marine captured fisheries, Namibia also has a
small but vibrant aquaculture sector. Inland captured fisheries, as it is ardently known
exist in north east and North West of Namibia. Although still in its infancy, there’s hope
for its growth.
Through the Aquaculture act adopted in 2002, a legal instrument intended for
establishment, administration and conduct of aquaculture, the ministry of fisheries and
marine resources in conjunction with the ministry of trade and industry developed six
community based intensive fresh water aquaculture facilities in Omusati, Okavango
and Caprivi region producing various fish species.
Namibia has identified Aquaculture as a priority in Vision 2030 and NDPs. 50 per
cent of the rural population live in the northern regions and eke a living from inland
fish resources. Fresh water fish consumption in Caprivi region ranks higher than that
Photograph by George Sanzila

Kalimbeza is home to some of the fish ponds in Caprive. Above is a sign indicating the
location of Kalimbeza fish farm.

of other food types like beef, game and
poultry. Fish on one hand is one of the
cheapest forms of protein; the inhabitants
can ever lay their hands on.
Currently, there are two community based
fish farms in the Caprivi region; all found
some 20 and more kilometres east of the
town of Katima Mulilo. The Likunganelo
fish farm is found in an area known as
Lisikili, where as that of Kalimbeza, is
in the Kalimbeza area, also made famous
by its rice growing project. Kalimbeza
fish farm, perhaps the most vibrant and
active fish farm in the Caprivi region,
has 14 ponds awash with fresh water
and abundant fish species mostly Tilapia.
Among the 14 ponds, four of them are for
brood stock, four others are a nursery and
six are production ponds. Brood stock
ponds are normally intended for breeding
purposes producing fingerlings which are
later caught in fish nets and put in a nursery
to allow for their growth then transferred
to production ponds to complete their
development into fully grown fish ready
for harvest and the market. Four members
and a farm manager make up, the
personnel composition of the farm.
According to farm manager, Sylvester
Namatama, the harvesting of fish
primarily depends on whether fish is
available and customers prepared to buy
such fish. It is estimated that the fish farm
sells an estimated 3000-5000 fish and
could make a profit of about 17 thousand
Namibian dollars (per harvest), income
that is shared among the community as
a cooperative. “The harvest depends on
whether the fish is available. This year
we were supposed to have a harvest in
February 2012 because we had a buyer
from Oshakati, but it did not work out
so we had to postpone indefinitely”, said
Namatama.
The fish farm normally has one harvest
per year. Fish farms in Caprivi were
launched in 2004 and members were
initially sent to Malawi to attend training
pertaining to aquaculture. However the
ministry of fisheries and marine resources
continue to offer refresher workshops and
courses to help volunteers keep abreast of
latest development in the lucrative sector.
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subsistence crop farming.
Nchindo continued to reveal plans
regarding Aquaculture in Caprivi region.
“We have plans to expand this project.
Already we have another pilot project at
Malengalenga and we continue to provide
them with fish food” stated Nchindo.

The annual harvesting of fish from fish ponds in the Caprivi region is made possible
by aquaculture.
Despite splendour associated with this sector, Namatama maintains problems still
persist. “We had a problem of vandalism. People used to cut our fence and use it for
their own benefit. But luckily we managed to get a security guard last year to try and
help us out”, stated Namatama.
As is common in Caprivi after every rainy season, floods continue to hamper progress
at the fish farm as activities stop when floods engulf the vicinity of the farm. “We have
a problem of floods that do occur annually as it stops our work and force us to wait until
when the water has subsided” Namatama said.
To try and curtail this calamity, the ministry of fisheries decided to surround ponds
with wire fences to prevent the escape of fish during the flooding time. Senior Fisheries
Biologist in the Ministry of fisheries and marine resources in Caprivi, Damian Nchindo
elaborated. “Apart from helping fish farms with fish food and training, we have also
decided to put up fences around ponds to prevent fish from escaping during the flooding
season” said Nchindo.

Photograph by George Sanzila

In the same vein, the ministry works closely with the fish farm to monitor not only
progress but any hindrance that might disrupt activities at the farm. Fish feeds are
provided for free to help fish grow healthy and faster. The Kalimbeza fish farm is
perhaps another success story in aquaculture playing a great deal in improving the lives
of ordinary Namibians at grassroots level whose only source of livelihood is through

One of the fish ponds at Kalimbeza fish farm in the Caprivi region.
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With poverty alleviation being a priority
to curb, in the development of the
fish farms, the ministry of fisheries is
equally cognisant of the protection and
conservation of fish species, with the
ratification of various protective legal
instruments. Namibia is a party to the
African convention on nature and natural
resources, convention of biological
diversity
(CBD),
convention
on
international trade in endangered species
(cites) among others.
The aquaculture act also requires
aquaculture activities to be conducted
with a licence issued under the minister
responsible for fisheries. Licences specify
defined sites of land, water and species
of aquatic organisms that may be farmed
and harvested. FAO continues to maintain
that effective governance of aquaculture
is essential for its continued growth and
the achievement of its potential. FAO
has published technical guidelines on
aquaculture as part of its programme
of implementing the code of conduct
for responsible fisheries. According to
FAO, the global returns for fish farming
recorded in 2008 totalled 33.8 million
tonnes worth about 60 billion US Dollars.
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Facts About Namibia
General
Area: 		

Namibia covers 824,292 sq km (318,259 sq mi).

Location: 		

Situated on the south-western coast of Africa, Namibia borders Angola and

		

Zambia in the north, South Africa in the south and Botswana in the east.

Capital City:

Windhoek

Official Name:

Republic of Namibia

Date of Independence:

21 March 1990

System of Government: Multi-party Democracy
Constitution:

Democratic Constitution, division of power between executive, legislature, judiciary

Head of State:

President Hifikepunye Pohamba since 2005.

Prime Minister:

Nahas Angula since 2005.

Literacy:		

The current literacy rate in Namibia is about 83%, one of the highest in Africa.

Religion: 		

Freedom of religion was adopted through Namibia’s Bill of Fundamental

		

Rights. About 90% of the population is: Christian.

Currency:		

The Namibia Dollar (N$): The Namibia Dollar and South African Rand are the only legal

		

tender in Namibia and can be used freely to purchase goods and services. Traveller’s cheques,

		

foreign currency, international Visa, Master Card, American Express and Diners Club credit

		

cards are accepte.

Time Zones:

Summer time: GMT + 2 hours from the 1st Sunday in September to the 1st Sunday in

		

April. Winter time:

		

GMT + 1 hour from the 1st Sunday in April to the 1st Sunday in September.

Electricity: 		

220 volts AC, 50hz. Outlets are of the round three-pin type.

Population:

Photograph by Asser Kangootui

Population: 		

Slightly more than 2.2 million.

Population growth rate:

2.6%

Density:		

2.2 per square km, 240 000 inhabitants in Windhoek (15% of total)

Official Language:

English

Cultures:		

- Multi-cultural country

		

16 languages and dialects

Schools:		

1 450		

Climate
Average summer temperatures vary from 20-34⁰C (day) to 18⁰C (night) and in winter
from 18-22⁰C during the day and 0-0⁰C (night)
Physical Infrastructure
5450 km tarred roads, 37 000 km gravel roads
Harbours: Walvis Bay and Luderitz
Main Airports: Hosea Kutako International Airport, Eros Airport and 46 airstrips
Rail Network: 2382 km narrow gauge
6.2 telephone lines per 100 inhabitants
Direct dialling facilities to 221 countries
Mobile communication system: GSM AND 3G (agreements with 117 countries/255 networks)
Postal service affiliated to Universal Postal Union
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Social Infrastructure
One medical doctor per 3 650 people
Two privately run hospitals in Windhoek with intensive –care units
Medical practitioners (world standard)
24 hour medical emergency services
Economy
Main Sectors: Mining, Fishing, Tourism and Agriculture
Biggest Employer: Agriculture (46%)
Fastest-growing sector: Tourism
Mining: Diamonds, uranium, copper, lead, zinc, magnesium, cadmium, arsenic, pyrites, silver, and gold, lithium
minerals, dimension stones (granite, marble, blue soladite and other semi-precious stones).
Flora
14 vegetation zones
120 species of trees
200 endemic plant species
100 plus species of lichen
Living fossil plant: Welwitchia Mirabilis
Fauna
Big game: Elephant, lion, rhino, buffalo, cheetah, leopard, giraffe
20 antelope species
240 mammal species (14 endemic)
250 reptile species
50 frog species
676 bird species
Endemic birds include Herero Chat, Rockrunner, Damara Tern, Monteiro’s Hornbill.
Environment
Nature reserves:

15% of surface area

Highest Mountain:

Brandberg

Other prominent mountains: Spitzkoppe, Molteblick, Gamsberg
Perennial rivers: Orange, Kunene, Okavango, Zambezi, Kwando/Linyanti/Chobe
Coastline 1500 km
History
Namibia’s history is engraved into carved rock paintings found in the south at Twyfelfontein, some dating back
to 26,000 B.C. A long lineage of various groups including San Bushmen, Bantu herdsmen and finally the Himba,
Herero and Nama tribes among others – have been making this rugged land home for thousands of years.
But, as Namibia has one of the world’s most barren and inhospitable coastlines, it wasn’t until the middle of the
nineteenth century that explorers, ivory hunters, prospectors and missionaries began to journey into its interior.
Beyond these visitors, Namibia was largely spared the attentions of European powers until the end of the 19th
century when it was colonized by Germany.
The colonization period was marred by many conflicts and rebellions by the pre-colonial Namibia population until
WWI when it abruptly ended upon Germany’s surrender to the South African expeditionary army. In effect, this
transition only traded one colonial experience for another.
In 1966 the South West Africa People’s Organisation (SWAPO) launched the war for liberation for the area soonnamed Namibia. The struggle for independence intensified and continued until South Africa agreed in 1988 to
end its Apartheid administration. After democratic elections were held in 1989, Namibia became an independent
state on March 21, 1990.
To date, Namibia boasts a proud record of uninterrupted peace and stability.
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